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HONOURING '‘THE INSPIRATIONAL' & ‘THE INSPIRED"!
SAYAB Reveals its 2007 Youth Arts Award Winners

Two rising stars in the world of literature, a high school teacher with a flair for film and a
professional Japanese taiko drummer were just four of the seven exceptionally talented
South Australian artists and arts educators honoured yesterday (Thursday, November 30)
at the South Australian Youth Arts Board’s 2007 Youth Arts Awards.

Valued at $53,000, the 2007 SAYAB Youth Arts Awards were presented at Carclew
Youth Arts Centre and incorporated for the first time ever, both the Education & Arts
Ministers’ Awards and the announcement of the four recipients of SAYAB's annually-
awarded Youth Arts Scholarships.

The four scholarships in visual arts, performing arts and new writing - to be taken up in
2007 - were open to South Australians under the age of 27 and were presented by the
Minister Assisting the Premier in the Arts, the Hon. John Hill, MP. Former teacher and now
Member for Bright, Ms Chloe Fox presented the three Education & Arts Ministers’ Awards
(each worth $5,000) - which reward excellence in the arts by South Australian teachers
and provide valuable funds for ongoing professional development.

“Bringing these two prestigious award announcements together makes perfect sense,”
said SAYAB Chair, Katrina Sedgwick. “It acknowledges that a life-long relationship with the
arts can truly be fostered in young South Australians by ensuring vibrant arts programs
exist within our primary & secondary school systems and that these programs are
delivered by passionate teachers and artistic performers.”

“The Education & Arts Ministers’ Awards highlight the important role our arts teachers play
as artistic mentors,” Ms Sedgwick said. “Their enthusiasm combined with the talents of
the artists they bring into the classroom, inspire young people to embrace the arts. Some
students will become emerging artists who can benefit from opportunities like the SAYAB
Youth Arts Scholarships. It's our hope that these artists can then establish sustainable
careers in their chosen fields and - who knows - one day they might even choose to
become arts educators themselves — thus completing that circle of inspiration!”

2007 EDUCATION & ARTS MINISTERS’ AWARDS RECIPIENTS:
Award for Demonstrated Excellence in Arts Teaching and Leadership at Primary Level

= Winner: Maria Stone (Hendon Primary School) - $5,000
Maria Stone is an arts teacher of exceptional ability who has made an enormous
contribution to Hendon Primary School. Maria will use her award to attend three activities
- the 15'™ Biennial ‘Australian National Council of Orff Schulwerk’ Conference in Melbourne
in January 2008; the International Symposium Orff Schulwerk & Summer Course in 2007
and the Technology School of the Future Consultancy Sessions.
O'he professional development | am proposing will offer me and in turn students, a much
enriched Arts program OP Maria Stone.

Award for Demonstrated Excellence in Arts Teaching and Leadership at Secondary Level
= Winner: Harry Postema (Glenunga High School) - $5,000

Harry Postema has a strong history as a film, drama & media studies teacher & currently
teaches at Glenunga High School. Harry will use his award to participate in a hands-on
digital filmmaking workshop at the internationally renowned New York Film Academy.

O'he fast paced evolution of emerging technologies and the chancing world of work make
it difficult for teachers to be ensconced in the education system to keep track of whatOs
happen ing in the real world. This unique professional development oppor tunity offered by




SAYAB, will enable me to link the intrinsic creativity of Arts Education to high level
technical skills!OP Harry Postema.

Award an Artist with Demonstrated Excellence in Working with Teachers and Students
= Winner: Paulene Thomas - $5,000

Paulene Thomas is a trained Himawari Daiko drummer, who's performed & led workshops
at many schools in South Australia & around the country since 1997. Paulene will use her
award to spend five days with Peter Lowson, the Director of Alice Springs’ Drum Atwerne
(the drumming program for at-risk Aboriginal town camp youth). Paulene has been invited
to Alice Springs after working with Drum Atwerne in the 2005 Adelaide Peace Festival.

O was really impressed with what you have done with Himawari Daiko and also working
with our kids B you made them feel confident wit h your approach, as someti mes they can
be quite shy with other people.OP Peter Lowson, Drum Atwerne

2007 SAYAB YOUTH ARTS SCHOLARSHIPS RECIPIENTS:
Ruth Tuck Scholarship - Visual Arts ($12,500)

= Winner: Deborah Prior, Elizabeth
Deborah is currently completing her final year of a Bachelor of Visual Arts at the Adelaide
Central School of Art. She has participated in numerous exhibitions and was the instigator
of a cross-institutional visit to the Melbourne Art Fair. The scholarship will allow Deborah
to undertake a 10-week research and development trip to London in 2007, where she will
spend time at the Foundation for Women’s Arts.
O'he Ruth Tuck Scholarship will provide me with an opportunity for travel that would
otherwise be out of my reach. It will provide me with the opportunity for unique research
to bett er inform my art practic .0 Deborah Prior.

Dam e Ruby Litchf ield Scholar ship B Perform ing Arts ($12,500 )

= Winner: Fleur Green, Trinity Gardens
Fleur is a uniquely talented percussionist and will use her scholarship to study with
Professor Van Sice at the Peabody Conservatory of St John’s Hopkins University,
Baltimore, USA. Professor Van Sice is a leader in contemporary percussion literature. The
two met in October last year at the Adelaide International Marimba Festival — at which
time Professor Van Sice invited Fleur to study with him. Fleur commenced her study in
September this year and will complete her course in 2008.
O am passionate to promote percussion music and feel that in Professor Van Sice® hands,
my skills as a player will be refined and developed, and | will learn new skills associated
with commis sioning repertoir e and performing on the international circuit.OD Fleur Green

Colin Thiele New Writing Scholarship ($6,500)

= Winner: Rebecca Ebert, Truro
Rebecca graduated with First Class Honours in Creative Writing at Adelaide University. She
was a monthly columnist for the Barossa & Light Herald and has had work published in the
poetry collection On Edge. She won the 2001 Young South Australian of the Year Award
for her contribution to the community and advocating for rural life. Earlier this year,
Rebecca took four months leave of absence from her PhD studies to complete the first
draft of her novel, Finding Laura Gibb. The scholarship will enable Rebecca to create a
publishable manuscript of this novel.
(Receiving a Youth Arts Scholarship will enable me to work towards a final draft of the
manuscript of OFinding Laura Gibb O, whilst also giving me the confidence to continue
developing my voice as a young, South Australian writer.O P Rebecca Ebert

Indep endent Arts Foundation New Writing Scholarship ($6.5 00)

= Winner: Alexandra Weaver, Mitcham
Alexandra completed a Bachelor of Arts with Honours at Flinders University, receiving a
Chancellor’s Letter of Commendation in both 2001 and 2004. She has had many works
published including a short anthology. Alexandra will use her scholarship to travel to
Sydney and work with professional editor and mentor, Kathryn Heyman.
O see the scholarship@ most significant benefit as the opportu nity to refine and develop
my writing towards further publication. Essentially, the scholarship indicates the Board®
confidence in my work and objectives as a writer and, at this stage of my development, |
believe such validation would shape my career profoundly. Ob Alexandra Weaver.
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